
The Fundamentals of the Evangelical Christian Faith 

The Definition of Fundamentalism, and the Faith 

Lesson I 
 

 

 

Someone had said, “to know the end, follow the trend.”  The trend of our times dictates the 

necessity of once again re-affirming our faith in the fundamentals of true Christianity. 

We must keep reminding ourselves, and others, that the great themes of the Protestant 

Reformation were: “Scripture alone, Christ alone, grace alone, faith alone, and the glory to God 

alone.”  It was Samuel Johnson who said “people need to be reminded more often than 

informed.” 

 

Here I quote from an article written by Tom Harpur about ten years ago.  “The label 

,fundamentalism, derives from the writing , in 1909, by a group of concerned lay-Christians in 

the U.S., of a tract called “The Fundamentals.”  It set forth five fundamental beliefs which were 

dubbed the unalterable stones of orthodoxy (i.e. established unchangeable doctrines).  The 

pivotal fundamental was unswerving commitment to the literal truth and inerrancy of the Bible.  

The main aim of the document was to combat the growing acceptance by the major Churches of 

the historical-critical approach to the Bible and Darwin’s theories of human origins.  But 

fundamentalism has come to denote any movement with an adamant stand on a core of revealed 

truth--- thus one can legitimately speak of Islamic, Catholic, or even Marxist or Capitalist 

fundamentalism.”  Harpur goes on to say, “ As almost everything seems to be open to question 

and the very foundations of our culture are being shaken, people grasp for assured 

certainties.”(end quote) 

 

Believing that last statement to be very true, it is time to review and renew our commitment to 

true Evangelical faith.  For as the Psalmist says; “ if the foundations be destroyed what can the 

righteous do? (Psalm 11:3) 

 

If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?  
Psalm 11:3 

 

In the Epistle of Jude we read,  “ Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the 

common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should 

earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints”(Jude 3). 

 

We look at the word “delivered”.  The faith has been hand-delivered, as a postman delivers a 

parcel to our door.  There is no mistake as to the address.  No mistake as to the one who received 

it.  It was deliberately delivered to the saints and not to the world.  “The natural man is not 

subject to the law of God neither indeed can be”(Romans 5:7).  I have learned that one can waste 

valuable time trying to teach Biblical principles to unsaved, non-believing men and women, for 

they have not been given to them. 

 

For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would  

even dare to die.  
Romans  5:7.   
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This faith has been given it has been delivered.  It has been given once for all.  It will not be 

given again.  Nothing can be added to it, and nothing can be taken from it.  There is an unhealthy 

Athenianism that always wants to hear some new thing, some new doctrine. But none will be 

given.  One can be assured if it is new it is not true, for if it is true it will not be new.  Hebrews 

13:9 warns us to “ be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines” 

 

Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be 

established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied 

therein. 
Hebrews 13:9 

 

  New doctrines appeal to itching ears that turn from the truth.  We thank God for hearing ears 

that desire to hear the old, old story.  A faith, a document of belief, a deposit of truth has been 

committed to our trust.  It is the faith, there is no other.  We do not need a new message.  We 

need not expect that a new message will be given.  Now if we were to only claim that this faith is 

a faith, we would never be in conflict.  For others are glad to let us have a faith as long as we 

allow them to have a faith, equally as good, and equally as important.  But when we dare to state 

that our faith is the faith, the only faith ,it creates conflict.  But the words of Jesus are specific.  

He said: “I am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”( John 

14:6).  Paul also states that there is no other gospel (Galatians 1:8-9). 

 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 

but by me.  
John 14:6 

 

But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which  

we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.  As we said before, so say I now again, If  

any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.  
Galatians 1:8-9 

 

The historical faith of our Christian Fathers, as it was true to Scripture, is our faith.  To now look 

for a new deposit of truth is an act of unbelief.  Thus anyone today who claims “special 

revelation” is immediately suspect.  The faith has been delivered to the saints of every 

generation.  This faith can be likened to a torch that has been handed on to us.  We have received 

this deposit of truth and are stewards of it.  I am responsible, you are equally responsible and 

both of us are accountable to God for how we proclaim it. 

 

We should now understand what Paul meant when he wrote,  “ I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 

4:7).  This faith is found only in the Bible.  The Bible was given to the saints. The promises 

therefore belong to the saints.  Facts are herein stated about the unsaved but there are no 

promises given to them.  

 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  
2 Timothy 4:7 
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Heslop, in the introduction to his book “The Two Babylons” wrote the following words about a 

brother.  “His faith was drawn directly from the inspired fountain of truth.  Few men have I ever 

known .who held with a more firm grip the great truth that the Word of God, and that Word 

alone, is the light and rule for guidance of Christians; and that every departure from that Word, 

alike on the part of Churches and individuals implies a going off the tracks.  As his religion was 

Scriptural, so it was spiritual.  He expressed deep interest in the spread of vital religion” (end 

quote). 

 

Pay attention to that statement, “as his religion was Scriptural so it was spiritual.”  And learn, 

that which is not Scriptural is not spiritual.  In fact much that is accepted as being spiritual today 

is not spiritual because it is not Scriptural.  It can be earthly, even sensual or devilish (James 

3:15). 

 
This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.  
James 3:15 

 

I was born and raised in a relatively obscure place.  It was not by my choice, nor was it by 

chance, that I was raised in an Evangelical Christian home.  God was in my circumstances.  If 

God was behind the curtains in the life of Joseph ,surely we can see His hand in our own life.  

Where I was born, a faith was delivered to me.  And I am charged to contend earnestly for it.  

That can only be done by diligent study.  

 

 It is with sadness I write, the Christians of the last generation were more committed to the study 

of the Scriptures, for themselves than those of present generation.  Many Christians today are 

Scripturally illiterate.  Their thinking is molded by that of the world. 

 

Romans 12:3 says: “ think soberly about yourself.”  Self-righteousness is filthy rags according to 

Scripture (Isaiah 64:6).  Self-pity is condemned in Scripture.  We are exhorted not to look upon 

our own things but on the things of others (Philippians 2:4). Caring about others, we soon have 

our eyes off of ourselves.  Self-confidence is also rejected in Scripture.  We are to have “no 

confidence in the flesh”(Philippians 3:3)  Self love is a mark of the last days ( 2 Timothy 3:2) 

and self-esteem is a noxious weed of the world and is simply another word for human pride. 

 

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think  

of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath  

dealt to every man the measure of faith.  
Romans 12:3 

 

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all  

do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  
Isaiah 64:6 

 

Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  
Philippians 2:4 
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For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,  

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,  
2 Timothy 3:2 

 

Much of today’s emphasis, in many so-called Evangelical Churches, is a result of being 

conformed to the thinking of this world.  As long as we are conformed to the world in our minds, 

we will not be transformed.  “Pride lies at the heart of our sinful race.  It is the center of 

immorality and the utmost evil.  It is that which leads to every vice” (Boice quoting C,S.,Lewis).  

When we are conformed to the world, we will not be contending for the faith as we should.  

Earnestly contending involves sincerity and faithfulness.  If one is earnest one will be sincere and 

faithful.  Paul’s prayer is a prayer for all saints “----that ye may be sincere and without offence 

till the day of Christ”(Philippians 1:10). 

 
That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till  

the day of Christ;  
Philippians 1:10 
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