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In these articles my purpose will be to present, as clearly as I can, what I now consider to 

be the foundational doctrines of true Evangelical Christian faith.  I have no new doctrines or 

revelations, but plan to state the doctrines which are vital- doctrines that need to be re-affirmed 

for every generation of believers.  Doctrines held by our fathers generation that gave them strong 

convictions.  We can now see clearly that they stood for something and therefore did not fall for 

everything.  In recent years if one dares to speak or write dogmatically about anything, one is 

charged with being prejudiced and uncharitable.  The reason being that today everything has 

become only relatively good or relatively bad.  There are no longer any absolutes. 

 

However we feel that there are some subjects relative to the Christian faith about which we must 

be dogmatic.  There are fundamental doctrines, Christians, all Christians must accept.  These are 

doctrines apart from which Christianity does not exist. 

 

Carl Henry wrote:  “Evangelicalism stands or falls on the basis of reason, not emotion.”  And the 

Gospel according to Luke begins with very dogmatic words.  Luke tells us that he is setting forth 

“those things which are most surely believed among us.”  Not only believed but surely believed.  

And to be more dogmatic, most surely believed. 

 

In keeping with that kind of Biblical dogmatism and certainty, we shall endeavor to outline those 

subjects that are fundamental for the Christian faith.  The things believed, the tenets of faith we 

accept as being facts. 

 

We claim to be Evangelical in belief and Evangelistic in practice. And as words have a way of 

changing their meaning, we must explain what we mean when we use the word “Evangelical.”  

First of all we mean that we have a very dogmatic belief about the Bible and its Christ.  Without 

solid commitments about these two subjects, we believe that one does not have the right to be 

called Evangelical. 

 

We understand that a true Evangelical is a believer in the inspiration of all the Bible.  He thereby 

accepts the Bible as the Word of God.  And that any Christian doctrine must be a Bible doctrine 

and that all true Bible doctrine is Christian doctrine.  There must be no misunderstanding here, 

no trying to avoid the issue, no altering of the words.  Second Timothy three verse sixteen must 

stand. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 

We reject any effort to change that.  For if we do not accept what the Bible says about itself how 

can we accept the Bible? 

We believe that a true Evangelical position involves a true commitment to Holy Scripture.  A 

departure here will lead to departures elsewhere.  To question inspiration is to question the very 

foundation of all Christianity.  For to question inspiration is to question the Bible itself.  And 

remember, there is no Christianity apart from the Bible.  Some one wrote: “—until 200 years ago 

the Christian Church accepted the Bible as the only guide in matters of doctrine and practice.”  

The doctrine of inspiration was foundational. 
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But today there are those who claim to be Christians, they claim to be Evangelical Christians but 

do not accept the Biblical doctrine of inspiration.  I question their position because what 

breathing is to a man, inspiration is to the Bible.  Both are not only valuable, both are vital. 

 

It is on the basis of inspiration alone, that a true Evangelical accepts, without question, the 

doctrine of the Virgin birth of Christ.  The doctrine of the Virgin birth is the first major doctrine 

in the first chapter of the New Testament.  To question that, is to question all that follows.  For 

the authority of the doctrine of the Virgin birth is Scripture only. And all Christian doctrine has 

the same authority, namely, Biblical authority.  You can identify an apostate by the way he stick 

-handles around this subject.  The doctrine of inspiration has to do with the way the Bible came 

into being.  The doctrine of the Virgin Birth has to do with the way Christ came into this world.  

You will find that one who questions, or does not accept the Bible doctrine of the Virgin birth, 

questions, or does not accept the doctrine that follows of the New Birth. 

 

Both of these doctrines have a mystical union in Scripture.  It is because Jesus was born of a 

Virgin by a unique work of the Holy Spirit, we can experience the New Birth by a unique work 

of the same Spirit.  You do not need to know much about the Virgin birth to become a Christian, 

but when you become a Christian you will soon believe it. 

 

But someone will ask:  “Why the Virgin birth?  We reply: as inspiration makes the Bible unique 

and different from all other Books, so the Virgin Birth makes Christ unique.  He is presented as 

being different from each of us, and that is a very essential part of Christianity.  When one 

accepts the Virgin Birth then one accepts the fact that Jesus Christ is not an ordinary man. 

 

If He is not Virgin born, then He is an ordinary man.  But if He is Virgin born then He is not an 

ordinary man.  If He is not Virgin-born, He is just like the rest of us.  But if he is Virgin born He 

is not like the rest of us  And that is exactly what the Bible teaches.  He is “Emmanuel, which 

being interpreted is, God with us”(Matthew 1: 23).  “God was in Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:19) and 

we add, in a way He has been in no other man.  “God was manifest in the flesh” ( 1 Timothy 

3:16).  Thus to believe in the Virgin birth is to believe in the Deity of Christ. 

 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 

Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 
Matthew 1: 23 

 

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 

unto them; and hath committed unto us 
2 Corinthians 5:19 

 

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the  

flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the  

world, received up into glory.  
1 Timothy 3:16 
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And that is another fundamental doctrine of a true Evangelical Christian.  I am aware of men 

who speak of the “Divinity of Christ”, or the “Divine Christ”, but who never speaks of the Deity 

of Christ.  Deity is used always and only of God, the Supreme Being.  “Divine” and “Divinity” is 

used of God but also of “ a soothsayer, clergyman, theologian- men who are commonly referred 

to as “old divines.” 

Perhaps the difference in the words has been more in usage than in fact.  All use “Deity” of God 

alone.  Some Modernists can freely speak of Jesus as being Divine and not mean Deity.  They 

say Jesus is Divine and follow by saying there is a little bit of divinity in all men, there is just 

more in Jesus.  They do not accept that He is God manifest in flesh.  It is because we accept the 

Jesus was God in flesh we are able to accept such facts as, “He knew no sin” ( 2Corinthians 

5:21).  “He did no sin” 1Peter 2:22).  “In Him was no sin” (1John 3:5).  These facts make Jesus 

to be different than any of us.  “He is holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners ( 

Hebrews 7:26). 

 

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him.  
2Corinthians 5:21 

 

Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:  
1Peter 2:22 

 
And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.  
1John 3:5 

 

For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 

made higher than the heavens;  
Hebrews 7:26 

 

Nicodemus said to Jesus;  “ We know that thou art a teacher come from God” but he was wrong.  

All the Prophets were men sent from God.  Of John Baptist it is written: there was a man sent 

from God whose name was John (John 1:6).  But Jesus was more than that.  Jesus was God come 

to teach.  And we had better hear Him!  To hear we must listen.  “He that hath an ear let Him 

hear what the Spirit saith.”  And the sword of the Spirit is still the Word of God. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
John 1:6 
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