
The Fundamentals of the Evangelical Christian Faith 

The Definition of Christian 

Lesson III 
 

 

 

In our using the word “fundamentals”, we mean the foundational doctrines of our faith. Those 

doctrines apart from which there could not have been, there would not have been, and without 

which there is no true Christianity.  The dictionary says: “Fundamental”- belonging to the 

foundation; forming that on which a thing rests- an essential part.”  Thus fundamental doctrines 

are not merely valuable, they are vital to true Christianity. 

 

In a survey in the U.S.A. “a great majority of pastors of six denominations in a reply to the 

question: “Do you believe in the Inspired Scriptures”, said “no”.  Another more recent report  

“Gallup found that of self-described born-again/evangelical Christians: 20% believe in 

reincarnation; 26% believe in astrology; 16% have visited a fortune-teller; 33% are pro-choice.” 

 

Barna Research group found that “45% believe that if people are good enough, they can earn a 

place in Heaven; 34% believe that Jesus “committed sins like other people”; 35% do not believe 

that Jesus was physically resurrected from the dead; 45% believe that Satan is ‘not a living 

being, but the symbol of evil.”  If the Leaders of Churches have rejected the inspiration of the 

Scriptures, the above statistics are not surprising.  Rejecting the first fundamental doctrine, we 

can be sure the result can only be corrupt fruit which will produce more rejection of Scripture. 

 

The Church of England approved a report called,  “We believe in God” that says  “that Christians 

can have no fixed universally agreed doctrine.”  We reply:  The true Church has always held 

some fixed , universal doctrines-now identified as fundamentals.   

 

In our last paper we stated that the Inspiration of all the Bible (in the original manuscripts we 

should have added) is a true Christian fundamental doctrine, as is the teaching of the Deity of 

Christ.  The Bible and Christ are linked together in Christianity.  To be a true Evangelical, we 

must accept both the Virgin Birth and Deity of Christ.  It is because He is who He is, Christ was 

able to do what no other could do.  He was able “to bear our sins in His own body on the tree” ( 

1 Peter 2:24).  He could be made sin for us because “He knew no sin” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

 

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,  

should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.  
1 Peter 2:24 

 

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made  

the righteousness of God in him.  
2 Corinthians 5:21 
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Therefore the vicarious death of Christ becomes another major Evangelical doctrine.  If I say, 

“Christ died”, that could be a historical statement without being in any way unique. All men of 

all generations before us have died.  But when we declare “Christ died for our sins” (1 

Corinthians 15:3) that is a different matter.  No one else has done that because no one else could 

do that.  That fact is the foundation of the gospel.  That doctrine we must all believe.  That 

doctrine wemust all receive in order to be saved.  “He died that we might be forgiven” “There 

was no other good enough to pay the price of sin.” 

To despise the Bible doctrine of the death of Christ for sin, to reject the atonement, to mock the 

cross and the work of Christ on the cross on our behalf, is to prove one to be apostate and not an 

Evangelical Christian.  For it is written;  “The preaching of the cross is to them that perish 

foolishness...” (1 Corinthians 1:18).  You may well ask yourself the question: “how does my 

heart respond to the doctrine of the cross and the shedding of the blood of Christ? 

 

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our  

sins according to the scriptures;  
1 Corinthians 15:3 

 

For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved  

it is the power of God.  
1 Corinthians 1:18 

 

This leads to another fundamental, that of the bodily resurrection of Christ.  This, in one sense, is 

the capstone of Evangelical doctrine.  It was the bodily resurrection of Christ that made possible 

the eyewitnesses who not only testified that they saw Him, but also that they handled Him (1 

John 1:1; Acts 1:3,11).  The gospel includes, not only the actual physical death of Christ, it also 

includes the actual factual, historical bodily resurrection of Christ.  Rejection of this doctrine by 

certain groups marks them as not only non-Christian but also anti-Christian.  If Christ is not risen 

then our faith is vain.  “But now is Christ risen from the dead” ( 1Corinthians 15:20). 

 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our  

eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;  
1 John 1:1 

 

Verse 3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, 

being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:  

Verse 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this  

same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye  

have seen him go into heaven.  
Acts 1:3,11 

 
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.  
1Corinthians 15:20 

Page 2 of 4 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The true Evangelical accepts, without question, that Christ ascended to heaven bodily (Acts 

1:10) and that He will return as He left (Acts 1:11).  His return is possible because of His 

ascension. His ascension was possible because of His resurrection.  His resurrection was only 

possible because of His death.  His death, only possible because of His life, His life only possible 

because of His birth.  All these facts stand or fall together. These are the doctrines that must be 

believed by anyone who claims to be a true Evangelical. 

 

And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by  

them in white apparel;  
Acts 1:10 

 

Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus,  

which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him  

go into heaven.  
Acts 1:11 

 

As we stated in another article, people who reject the doctrine of the Virgin-Birth, soon reject the 

doctrine of the New Birth.  Without it there is no true Evangelical Christianity. 

John Bunyan, the Tinker of Bedford wrote and I quote:  “The egg’s no chick by falling from a 

hen, Nor man’s a Christian till he’s born again.” 

 

Having stated what we mean by the fundamentals of the Christian faith, a word is needed as to 

what we mean by the word “Christian.”  We mean, someone who has a right relationship to Jesus 

Christ.  And more, a right relationship with and to the Christ of the Bible. 

 

Jesus Christ, through the work of the Holy Spirit, can regenerate a man and turn him from being 

a heathen into being a Christian.  For a Christian is one who because of  “God’s 

workmanship”(Ephesians 2:10) who by “regeneration “ (Titus.3:5) which has produced a “new 

birth” (John 3:6),has become “a new creation”(2 Corinthians 5:17) and thereby becomes a “new 

man” in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:15). 

 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath  

before ordained that we should walk in them.  
Ephesians 2:10 

 

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us,  

by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;  
Titus.3:5 
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That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  
John 3:6 

 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold,  

all things are become new.  
2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 

 ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;  
Ephesians 2:15 

 

There are those who claim to be Christians without a new birth.  Bishop Robinson, in his book 

“Honest to God”, wrote (page 27)  “I belong by nature to “ the once born” rather than “the twice 

born” type.  By making such a statement he proves he is still a natural man (1 Corinthians 2:14).  

Although he is a bishop, on the basis of what he has written, we know he is not a Christian. 

Tom Harpur wrote to the Clergy:  “Religious attitudes of world-negation and undue concern 

about personal salvation have led to a downgrading or ignoring of the goodness of all creation 

and of our bodily existence.  The environment is the major spiritual issue of our time and yet 

preachers talk about almost anything else.”  What a rejection of Biblical truth!  We must 

conclude that many who call themselves “Christians” and many who call themselves 

“Evangelicals” do not qualify for those titles.  They themselves do not know the fundamentals of 

the true Evangelical Christian faith.  In order for this to be changed, there is a great need for 

more preaching and teaching on the subject of the fundamentals of the faith. 

 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto  

him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  
1 Corinthians 2:14 
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