
The Fundamentals of the Evangelical Christian Faith 

The Definition of True Christianity 

Lesson IV 
 

 

 

In previous articles we have been giving definitions of the words  “ Fundamentals”, 

“Evangelical”, and “Christian”, as we use and understand these words.  Re-defining definitions 

are often needed for one cannot have an intelligent discussion of any subject without a prior 

agreement as to the meaning of terms.  Perhaps no word in the world of religion is more abused 

and misunderstood that the word “Christian”.  Many identify themselves as “Christian” who 

know not what the term means. 

 

We repeat the definition we have accepted as being best, that a Christian is one who is rightly 

related to Christ.  Apart from Christ there is no true Christianity.  One who has not had a 

personal relationship with Christ, is not a Christian, regardless of what he or she does or does not 

do.  Christianity is not a result of what one does for Christ.  Christianity is a result of personally 

accepting, by believing, what Christ has done for one.  

 

One becomes a Christian by faith in Jesus Christ alone.  Christianity is built on what one 

confesses one believes about Jesus Christ.  Hear Romans 10:9-10:  “That is thou shalt confess 

with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 

dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness and with the 

mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

 

Verse 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine  

heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. Verse 10 For with the heart  

man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  
Romans 10:9-10 

 

I remember quoting those verses to an aged man some years ago and his reply was, “ my heart is 

only a pump.”  So  once again we need to explain the term.  When the Bible speaks of believing 

in one’s heart it has not to do with the fleshly heart of the body, nor does it have to do with our 

brain.  It means the inner self, the inner being, the inner person, or perhaps we could say our 

real self. 
 

In conversation with a Jew who intends to re-build the Temple at Jerusalem, he was asked why 

rich Jews in America are not supporting him with their money for this project.  His reply was; 

“they are not Jews in their hearts.”  And we understood what he was saying.  In like manner Paul 

wrote to the Romans. It is not a mere consent with the brain; to believe in one’s heart is to have a 

conviction deep within one’s self.  It is to have a personal conviction that Christ died for me.  It 

is to believe that Christ died for my sins.  It is to confess he not only died and was buried 

bodily, but that he arose bodily from the tomb. It is to believe all this without question or any 

reservation.  When the belief is heart-belief there is not doubt about these matters. 
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Denominational affiliation does not make one a Christian.  In fact, one may be a Christian and 

not be affiliated with any religious organization.  One may go to Church and not be a Christian.  

On the other hand, one may not go to Church and yet be a Christian. Remember, Christianity is 

Christ living within (Galatians 2:20). 

 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life  

which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave  

himself for me.  
Galatians 2:20 

 

A friend, with her Sunday School class, did some research regarding religious cults  The class 

discovered that the cults had one basic likeness.  They do not believe all that the Scriptures teach 

about Jesus Christ.  But to believe anything less is not true Christianity. 

 

The Christian is a new creation ( 2 Corinthians 5:17).  He has Christ within (Colossians 1:27) 

and he is also “in Christ” (John 14:20).  And as you read these lines, may we ask, “Are you in 

Christ?  “Is Christ in you?  That is true Christianity.  All the value of what Christ is, He is made 

that for us.  Being a Christian involves not only a change of condition but also a change of 

position.  With a change of heart will come change in ones thinking.  A Christian is one with “a 

renewed mind” ( Romans 12:2).  No longer with a mere carnal mind which is “enmity against 

God; for it is not subject to the law of god neither indeed can be.  So then they that are in the 

flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8:7-8).  A true Christian is “not in the flesh but in the Spirit” 

(Romans 8:9). Therefore, a true Christian does not think like the world for he has become 

heavenly minded.  He confesses that this world is not his home, that he is but a sojourner and 

pilgrim on earth (1 Peter 2:11) with citizenship in Heaven ( Philippians 3:20).  True Christianity, 

or true Christian religion, can never be acceptable to fallen humanity.  For “the natural man 

receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he 

know them because they are spiritually discerned” ( 1 Corinthians 2:14). 

 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all  

things are become new.  
2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the  

Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:  
Colossians 1:27 

 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.  
John 14:20 

 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that  

ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  
Romans 12:2 

 
Page 2 of 4 



 

Verse 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God,  

neither indeed can be. Verse 8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  
Romans 8:7-8 

 

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if  

any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  
Romans 8:9 

 
Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war  

against the soul;  
1 Peter 2:11 

 

For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus  

Christ:  
Philippians 3:20 

 

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto  

him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  
1 Corinthians 2:14 

 

J. Gresham Machen wrote:  In the matter of salvation “Christianity is intolerant to the core.  

There lies the whole offense of the Cross...  The offense came because it was presented as the 

only way and because it made relentless war upon all other ways.” 

 

The Bible does not teach that Jesus is a Saviour.  It teaches that Jesus is the Saviour.  There isn’t 

any one else who can save sinners from their sins.  This is where humanity and human reason 

rejects Christianity.  Said John Wesley; “ men guided by the dim light of reason talk about the 

fair side of nature and make man a little lower than God.” 

 

But again we turn to the Scriptures that teach if one is not a Christian, then one is a heathen.  For 

a heathen is one “who knows not God”(1 Thessalonians 4:5).  Therefore heathenism is not 

acceptable to true Christianity and Christianity is not acceptable to heathenism.  They oppose 

each other and can never be reconciled.  Today we face what William Carey stated about the 

conditions in Africa after missionaries were sent to that country in the seventeenth century.  Of 

those days Carey wrote: “ the professors of Christianity needed conversion as much as the 

heathen world.”  So it is today! 

 

Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God:  
1 Thessalonians 4:5 

 

Joseph Parker wrote over 100 years ago:  “Today the pulpit is in danger of being killed by 

miscalled culture.  Men think that because they have been to College five years they ought to be 

preachers,----The Lord continually dashes their culture-pots to pieces like a potter’svessel, by 

making preachers of His own...”  Such preachers, I fear, produce the product described by 

William Carey in his day.  And we are seeing the same results all about us   
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.Few preachers of today know anything about the anointing of God on their preaching. Few give 

themselves “to prayer and the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4).  We live in a country and in an 

affluent society that has made it easy for preachers to promote a form of Christianity that could 

not be proclaimed in many parts of this world.  

 

But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.  
Acts 6:4 

 

 Missionary Stan King ,who spent years in West Africa, made a statement that I have reduced to 

my own words.  If being wealthy in material things is a sign of spirituality, then in West Africa, 

the Christians are carnal and most unsuccessful.  But if standing up for Christ and being true to 

the faith in adverse, trying circumstances, under conditions of poverty is success, then in West 

Africa a new chapter of the Hero’s of faith is being recorded. 

 

We need to read again Hebrews 11:36-40.  The verses are about “others”.  Unnamed servants of 

Christ, who “had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and 

imprisonment; they were stoned, sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword; they 

wandered about in sheepskins and goat skins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented (of whom the 

world was not worthy)  they wandered in deserts and in the mountains, and in dens and caves of 

the earth. and these all having obtained a good report through faith received not the promise.  

God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.” 

 

Verse 36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and  

imprisonment: Verse 37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain  

with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted,  

tormented;  Verse 38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in  

mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  Verse 39 And these all, having obtained a good  

report through faith, received not the promise: Verse 40 God having provided some better thing  

for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.  
Hebrews 11:36-40 

 

These martyrs and tortured, destitute saints, did have faith!  Never forget that.  Paul tells us that 

“all who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution (2 Timothy 3:12) and that in the 

context of the last days (2 Timothy 3:1).  If we stand for real Christianity, we may be facing 

much more opposition if the Lord does not come very soon. 

 

Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
2 Timothy 3:12 

 

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
2 Timothy 3:1 
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