
The Fundamentals of the Evangelical Christian Faith 

The Authority of Scripture Part 1 

Lesson V 
 

 

 

The first fundamental doctrine of the true Evangelical Christian faith is that of the Inspiration of 

the Scriptures.  J.C. Ryle (1816-1900 ) wrote:  “I believe in the plenary inspiration of every 

word of the original text of Holy Scripture.”  That, we believe, has been the position of true 

evangelicals.  This position makes us face some very serious questions. 

(1) What about the Bible and its Christ?  (2) Is the Bible really the Word of God?  (3) What 

made the Bible to be the Word of God?  (4) What reasons do we have for believing that the 

Bible is not merely a work of men as are all other books, but rather to be the work of God which 

makes it stand apart and above all other books?  We shall, as best we can, give answers to these 

questions. 

 

First, what about the Bible and its Christ? 

A.T Pierson begins his book entitled ‘Many Infallible Proofs’ by stating that he went through 

“the deep darkness of doubt about the Bible and Christ.”   

Arthur Cook states;  “my father taught me that it was impossible to trust the Scriptures as a pure 

revelation from God.” 

R.A. Torrey wrote:  “ I did not always believe the Bible to be the Word of God.  I sincerely 

doubted that the Bible was the Word of God.  I doubted that Jesus Christ was the Son of God.  I 

was not an infidel, I was a skeptic.  I did not deny, I questioned.  I was not an Atheist, I was an 

Agnostic.  I did not know, but I was determined to find out.  If Jesus Christ was not the Son of 

God I was determined to find out and act accordingly.  If Jesus Christ was the Son of God, I 

determined to find out and act accordingly.  If the Bible was the Word of God, I determined to 

find out and act accordingly and if the Bible was not the Word of God , I determined to find out 

and act accordingly.  I found out. I found out beyond a peradventure that there is a God, that 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that the Bible is the Word of God.  Today it is with me not a 

matter of mere probability nor even a mere belief, but absolute certainty. (end quote)  And the 

recorded testimony of  R.A. Torrey’s life proves that he did act accordingly.  What a preacher, 

teacher and soul winner he became! 

  

As we shall see, it becomes a serious matter to say that one believes in the Bible and its Christ. 

A.T. Pierson wrote:  “The teachings of the Bible are at once so peculiar and so important, that it 

is our first duty and privilege to attain a certain conviction as to the Divine Origin of the Holy 

Scriptures and the Divine character and mission of Christ.”(end quote) 

 

The Scriptures are identified as the Word of God, and at least five times, Christ is called the 

Word of God.  The One claims to be the written Word, the other the living Word.  So interwoven 

are the two that Jesus said if we do not believe the writings of Moses in Scripture, we cannot 

believe His words.  John 5:46-47  “For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for 

he wrote of me.  But if ye believe not his writings how shall ye believe my words?  
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Verse 46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.   
Verse 47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?  
John 5:46-47   

 

Since I became a minister of the gospel, I have known that these two subjects, the Bible and 

Christ, are chained and locked together.  But this fact has become more real to me as time has 

added to my years.  It is mockery to say one believes in Jesus Christ and then say I do not believe 

the Bible.  And the reverse is true.  To say one believes the Bible but does not believe in Jesus 

Christ is equally impossible.  These two subjects stand or fall together.  What we believe about 

the Scriptures will determine what we believe about Jesus Christ.  And what we believe about 

Jesus Christ will determine what we will believe about the Scriptures.  In the finality we will 

prove our reverence for Christ by our reverence for the Scriptures  .And our love and reverence 

for Christ will be manifest by our love and reverence for Holy Scripture. 

 

Again I quote R.A. Torrey:  “If Jesus Christ is indeed the unique Son of God, then God’s seal 

must be upon Him.  And if the Bible is indeed the Word of God, then God’s seal must also be 

upon it.  If we prove that Christ is Divine because of prophecy in the Scriptures, then the 

prophecies in Scripture likewise prove the Divine origin of the Scriptures” (end quote) 

 

There is in this world a Book different from all other books.  And in that Book we face a Man 

different from all other men.  That Man, Jesus Christ is the center and major subject of the 

inspired record.  So, it is not Christ or the Scriptures, but Christ and the Scriptures. We do not 

have one without the other.  These facts demand that we give close attention to the Scriptures, 

and that we diligently study them.  But alas, few Christians are really dedicated to such a study. 

 

More than one hundred years ago Joseph Parker wrote:  “there is hardly a congregation in the 

world that would endure a prolonged and exhaustive study of the Scriptures.” 

 

Oscar Lowry  tells the following story.  “ An English Earl visiting the South Sea Islands, in 

passing a converted Cannibal reading the Bible said, “that book is out of date in my country.”  

Said the native,  “It is a good thing for you it is not out of date here, if it were, you would be 

roasted and eaten before tonight.” 

 

The Bible is the great Book and Christ the  great Person of that Book.  The Psalmist wrote in 

Psalm 40:7  “ Then said I, lo, I come;  In the volume of the book it is written of me.”  Martin 

Luther  asks:  “What Book and what Person?  There is only one book is his reply, “Scripture”, 

and “only one Person, Jesus Christ.” 

 

Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me,  
Psalm 40:7   

 

The Scriptures make wise unto Salvation.  Because they introduce the readers to Christ (2 

Timothy 3:15)  Men do not hate the Bible only because of its moral teachings, men hate the 

Bible because of its Christ.  When men despise the message they soon despise the messengers.  

When they mock the messengers it is because they dislike the message. ( see 2 Chronicles 36:15-

16)  
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And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise  

unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  
2 Timothy 3:15 

 

One day when visiting a man in a hospital, when I walked into the room with my Bible, before I 

said a word the man said, “Lorne, you are welcome, but put that book away.”  .I could feel the 

hostility towards the Bible.  Another time, visiting a four-bed ward, I had prayed with a Christian 

in one of the beds, then went to another bed to talk to a man, and asked if he would like me to 

pray with him.  In rudeness he said, “I don’t need that.”  I replied, the Bible says “men ought 

always to pray.”  And in a more stern voice he replied, “ to Hell with the Bible”.  One could feel 

the hatred in his heart. 

 

Romans 1:30  states that unregenerate men are “haters of God.”  Nothing proves the truth of that 

statement more than the attitude of men toward the Bible.  Because they hate God they hate His 

Word.  And their very hatred proves the Bible to be true. 

 

Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to 

parents, 
Romans 1:30   

 

J.C. Ryle wrote: “ Let us gird up the loins of our minds, and look these questions fairly in the 

face, and give them an honest a answer.  Tell us that there is some other inspired book beside the 

Bible, and then we shall know what you mean.  Tell us that the whole Bible is not inspired and 

then we shall know where to meet you, but grant for a moment that the Bible , the whole Bible, 

and nothing but the Bible is God’s truth, then I know not what way we can escape the doctrine of 

Acts 4:12.  For my own part, I frankly confess, I find no resting-place between downright 

distinct Evangelical Christianity and downright infidelity, whatever others may find.  I set no 

half-way house between them.” (end quote) 

 
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among  

men, whereby we must be saved. 
Acts 4:12 

 

And I apply those words to our subject.  There can be no half-way house on the subject of Bible 

Inspiration.  We believe it or we do not believe it.  And when we believe it, then we accept it as 

the Word of God and its Christ to be the Son of God. 

 

To establish and maintain a true Evangelical local Church there must be the acceptance of the 

doctrine of Divine Inspiration and therefore the absolute and final authority of all Scripture.  And 

in keeping with that, the acceptance of all that the Bible has to say about Jesus Christ.  And when 

we do so, it will keep alive the truth that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

In 1965, the United Church of Canada introduced a “new” Sunday School Curriculum.  It was a 

departure from the Evangelical faith.  The result has been a disaster for that denomination.  One 

of their own members predicted recently that in ten years that denomination will cease to exist. 
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This so-called “new” curriculum , in the course prepared for 15-17 year olds stated  “ Genesis 

certainly does not agree with the scientific facts we believe to day----anyone who attempts to 

harmonize the two is simply ignoring plain facts...”  The guide for 9-11 year olds flatly states: 

“The wandering star of Bethlehem and the angelic chorus are probably legendary.... and no one 

should be compelled to accept the idea of the Virgin Birth.”  In other places, the New Sunday 

School material calls the story of Noah and the Ark a legend, says that Isaiah was written bytwo 

different men, implies that John did not write the fourth gospel, and referring to the account of 

Jesus’ resurrection states that “some Christians take the stories literally but others feel unable to 

do that.” 

 

Editor White explains that, although the liberal approach to the Bible is revolutionary in a 

Sunday School curriculum, it has been taught in Protestant theological seminaries for 40 years.  

He said: “People are saying, thank God we have something positive now to teach, something 

which is honest and open and not double talk.” ( end quote) 

 

This long quotation has been added as an example of the complete departure from the 

fundamentals of Evangelical Christian Faith by a leading Protestant denomination forty years 

ago.  The sad fact now faced is that many so-called Evangelical Denominations of our day are in 

my opinion, following in a like direction.  Surely the Coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
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